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What’s the story? 
My name is Michael, I’m a Colton Hills student in 

Year 9. My parents are from Ghana in Africa, but 

I was born in New Cross Hospital in 

Wolverhampton. I remember in Year 8 when my 

teacher told me that we were going to be studying 

the slave trade, I was unsure about it. I already 

knew bits about it from work I’d done in primary 

school, and I have to admit to feeling 

uncomfortable before the topic started because I thought other students in the class would be looking 

at me to see what my reaction would be to everything. My teacher said that it was impossible to 

understand the Britain we live in today with having an understanding of the slave trade, but I still 

wasn’t looking forward to it. 

I was surprised by the lessons. There were some horrible things that we studied – the awful way that 

black people were treated, for reasons of racism and greed. However, I was impressed with the 

bravery, resilience and determination of the kidnapped Africans. My favourite bit was hearing about 

the essential part played by black people in bringing the whole of slavery in the British Empire to an 

end – the inspirational role played Olaudah Equiano and the Sons of Africa movement. 

I liked the way that my teacher was always making links with modern Britain such as the 

#BlackLivesMatter movement and the debates around whether statues of famous slave owners should 

be taken down. Now I believe that the slave trade is something that everyone should know about – to 

know how horribly racist people can be and also how the country that we live in made so much money 

from so much tragedy. I learnt that black people weren’t just victims but courageously and tirelessly 

fought for their freedom. We go to a school, and live in a city, where there are lots of different races 

and religions. Understanding the horrors of the slave trade helps us to be anti-racist and work together 

to build a better world.  

 

Why does this matter? 
 

- We need to know about this very dark period in Britain’s history because it helps us 
understand the country that we live in. 

- Unfortunately, there are still some forms of slavery that still exist in the world today (although 
not in the same way as we are about to study). We need to know how badly humans can 
behave so we can play our part in making sure nothing like this ever happens again. 

- We have been studying the Industrial Revolution – the slave trade is an important part of how 
Britain gains wealth and power at this time. 

 

Sounds familiar?  

 
This is a topic that many primary schools cover in their history lessons. The topic of slavery is 

also covered briefly in your study of the Roman, Medieval life, and the Crusades from Year 7 

and the Tudors from Year 8. 

It will feature again briefly in your study of life in Europe during World War Two in Year 9. 

 



Slave Trade Glossary 
 

 

 

 
 

Key word Definition 
Slave Someone who belongs by law to another person as their property 

and has to obey them and work for them, often in very bad 
conditions and without pay. 

Abolition The official end to a law, system or practice. 

Abolitionist someone who supported the abolition of slavery in the 18th and 19th 
century 

Lucrative Bringing a lot of money 

Act A law that has been passed by the government 

Colonies Countries that are controlled by another country 

Auction a public occasion when things are sold to the people who offer the 
most money for them 

plantation a large farm where crops such as tea, coffee, cotton, and sugar are 
grown 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curricular Concepts 

Have you ever noticed how some of the things you 

study in one subject appear in another subject too? 

 

Students are able to understand their work more and remember more if there are clear 

links between subjects. Throughout your learning at Colton Hills, we will be asking you to 

think about some of the most important ideas in the world to enable you learning to be 

deeper than ever before. Look for these ‘curricular concepts’ in your learning.  

 



Student notes:



 

What was the slave trade and what was its impact? 
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Writing in different genres in History throughout Year 8 

 

   

 

Genre Recount Describe Explain Persuade 

Definition  This requires 
you to recall 

key 
information 

This is where 
you highlight in 

detail key 
events, reasons 

or 
consequences 

Give reasons 
for causes, 
events and 

consequences. 

Explain why one point is 
more significant than 

others 

Useful 
tips  

Use lots of key 
words and 

make sure it is 
written in 

chronological 
order 

Include a 
number of 
examples 

using detailed 
evidence to 

support points 

Use the word 
‘because’ to 

provide 
reasons for the 
points made 

Provide a range of key 
factors. 

Provide justifications 
why one factor is more 
significant than others. 
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Summer Two  

Writing Genre: Persuade 

What is it? 

A piece of writing where you give reasons for the causes, 

consequences, similarities or differences. You then go on to steer 

the reader to what you think is the most important point is or you 

want the reader to have a certain opinion in relation to the 

question. 

Purpose: 

To give the reader the significant details including reasons for 

causes or consequences but then try to persuade the reader 

towards a certain view point. 

What makes a good piece of explaining writing in History? 

• You need to give clear answers to the question 

• Make sure you give accurate points 

• Use the correct historical words and terms 

• Give a range of reasons  

• Go beyond describing factors and give reasons why 

something happened 

• Make regular use of the word ‘because’ 

• Use the words on the sheet on the next page to include 

interesting words and mix the vocabulary. 

• Justify why points are more or less important than others. 
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Model answer of Persuasive writing:  

‘The growth of the railway network was the main reason why people 

more people went on holiday by 1900.’  

How far do you agree with this statement? 
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Retrieval Quiz 
Origins of the slave trade 

1. Which country began the transatlantic slave trade? 

2. Why were slaves wanted from Africa? 

3. What was the slave trade triangle? 

4. Between 1532 and 1832, how many Africans were taken to the Americas as slaves? 

The life of a slave 

1. What was the name of the journey for the kidnapped Africans between Africa and the 

Americas? 

2. What were the conditions like on this journey? 

3. How many died making the journey? 

4. What took place during the slave auction? 

5. How did the auctioneers try to get more money for each of the Africans? 

6. What did the slaves actually do? 

The abolition and consequences of the slave trade 

1. When were people in Europe starting to criticise the slave trade? 

2. What does ‘slave rebellion’ mean? 

3. Who was Olaudah Equiano and why was he important? 

4. When did slavery come to an end? 

5. Why do people argue about how it came to an end? 
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Retrieval Quiz – Answers 
The answers over the next pages are basic knowledge points. You would 

need more detail for any assessment answers 

Origins of the slave trade? 

1. Portugal 

2. White farmers in American and the Caribbean realised they could make huge profits 

from farming. There was plenty of land to have farms almost as big as you wanted. 

The problem was there were no workers available. None of the white Europeans 

wanted to work for someone else when they could have their own farm. More cheap 

workers were needed. 

3. Trade goods like the alcoholic drink brandy or guns were taken from Britain to West 

Africa and sold. Captured Africans were kidnapped from West African to the 

Americas and sold for a lot of money. Here cotton, tobacco, and sugar were taken to 

Britain where they were sold for a lot of money. 

4. 12 million 

The life of a slave 

1. The Middle Passage 

2. Awful. There was nowhere to go to the toilet, the Africans were chained up for the 

whole journey and squashed up close to each other. There was very little food. Disease 

was common 

3. 2 million 

4. The captured Africans would be coated in oil to make their skin shine. They would be 

inspected by the potential buyers. The buyers would then bid to purchase the slave. The 

highest bidder would then purchase the slave. 

5. The captured Africans who looked wild or angry would be drugged and the calm 

African would be given alcohol to make them livelier. Both these techniques helped to 

give the impression that the person would make a hard worker and would be any 

trouble. 

6. Most slaves would work on plantations looking after the crops. They would work all 

day until they were close to collapse. They were given very little time off  

The abolition and the consequences of the slave trade 

1. By the end of the 18th century, many people in Britain were starting to change their 

minds and were turning against the slave trade. 

2. This is where slaves ‘rebelled’ or fought back against the slave owners. This is 

sometimes meant slaves were able to set themselves free. 

3. Olaudah Equiano was a slave who was able to buy his own freedom. He then taught 

himself to read and write and wrote a book about his experiences as a slave. What he 
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wrote shocked people, and his book played an important role in putting pressure on 

the government to end slavery in the British Empire. 

4. The slave trade was made illegal in the British Empire in 1807 but slavery itself was 

abolished in 1833 in the British Empire. It continued for another 35 years in America. 

5. Some people say it was because of the work of white campaigners such as William 

Wilberforce but others say that gives too much credit to the idea of the ‘white saviour’. 

Others say the work of the Sons of Africa was more important. Some even say that the 

government only made it illegal because it had stopped being so profitable. 
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Articles for Wider Reading 

and Flipped Learning  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is Olaudah Equiano. If you want to understand 

the slave trade, you need to know his story. 


