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We are also proud to report some fantastic academic achievements, not least the first Colton

Hills students in many years to go out on full work experience placements, and our first student

in some years to achieve a place at Cambridge University. We hope that you enjoy reading

about this in the pages ahead.

 

As you know, our main priority this year at Colton Hills has been moving the school forward

from being ‘Good’ to being even better – our journey to World Class. Our partnership with

High Performance Learning is having an impact on all areas of school life, from activities in

the classroom, to homework tasks, to behaviours in the corridors to extra-curricular activities.

We are seeking to improve every area of the school so that it gives our students the best

chance to achieve high performance and be successful in school and life beyond school. This

term we have worked on words such as Automaticity, Self-Regulation, Practice, Strategy

Planning and Intellectual Confidence. Learning about these qualities and how to put them

into practice is central to achieving our mission of excellence for all.

 

As the summer term begins, we look forward to exciting opportunities such as the return of our

German exchange visit after three years, and also to the return of real exams. The summer

term will be busy and rewarding, and we thank you for your support of all of our students –

particularly those who have upcoming exams.

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you a happy Easter holidays and summer ahead

– best wishes to you and your families.

 

Many thanks,

The CHCS Senior Leadership Team and staff

Individual exam timetables will be released soon, do keep an eye out for it. 

Welcome message from SLT 

As winter moves into spring and we look forward to the

Summer Term ahead, we present you with the latest Colton

Hills termly newsletter.

This edition of the newsletter is full of lots of exciting and inspiring 

things which have taken place in school over the last weeks and months. 

Highlights include being able to take students back out on visits, which has been such a great

loss to the school experience during the pandemic. 



Well done to our Basketball team!

Celebrating Excellence

A fruitful visit to St Bartholomews Primary School 
As part of Science Week, Mr Banger from our
Science department visited St Bartholomews
Primary School, where he gave them a great
insight into what Science at secondary school
has to offer. The children found the
demonstrations fascinating & inspiring. Big thank
you to Mr Banger for making time for the visit. 

Mr J Purshouse, Assistant Headteacher at St
Bartholomews commented: 

On 16th March, our KS3 basketball girls team

participated in the Black Country finals.  The girls

achieved 2nd place and came back as Silver Medallists,

which is an amazing achievement.  We are extremely

proud of them!

 

Year 7 students were involved in creating their
own book, including illustrations for book
covers, creating characters and designing ‘The
Strangest Shop’.  The winner of the competition
was Kayden Oakley and Mr Lilley, our DT
teacher is currently illustrating the designs into
a real book online! 

World Book Day 3rd March 

Year 9 Students’ 
Robotics Challenge

Students took part in three workshops

delivered by the School of Coding. The aim of

the session was to help raise their awareness

of the careers they could go into within the

world of Technology. 

During workshops 1 & 2, students learnt more

about the different jobs they could go into

within this field, through taking part in a

variety of team building activities such as

making a tower from spaghetti and

marshmallows. Workshop 3 however, threw

students straight into the world of coding and

got them to demonstrate their coding skills. 

"Mr Banger was great with the Year 3 children in my group. He spoke at an appropriate
scientific level and kept their attention throughout. Many thanks for letting us borrow
him for the day!"

https://twitter.com/St_Bartholomews


Physics Masterclass 4th February

Celebrating Excellence

Congratulations to our Year 13 Chemists and Biologists for taking part

in both the Chemistry Olympiad and the Biology Olympiad this half

term. The Chemistry Olympiad is a national competition held by the

Royal Society of Chemistry and consists of a series of difficult

Chemistry papers. All the students found this a challenge, however

they showed resilience and were all awarded certificates. Special

congratulations go to Ashprit Mehra who achieved a Bronze award

in this UK competition! 

Bronze Olympiad 

The following week, Year 13 Biologists took on the Biology Olympiad from the

Royal Society of Biology, a series of online questions to complete under exam

conditions. Again, all students were awarded certificates and congratulations

go to Lisadeep Chumber for attaining a Commended award. We are very

proud of all of our students, some of whom competed in both of these difficult

UK challenges. 

On 4th February we were incredibly lucky to have a visit from a

National Space Academy educator. We knew we were in for a

great day when we carried all of the exciting equipment through

the school to our classroom! Dave Allden spent a day exploring

rocket Science with our Year 12 physicists and BTEC Applied

Scientists, showing them live demonstrations and finishing with a

rocket challenge. All the students really appreciated the hands-on

event and talking about the wonders of the Universe. 

Science Partnership with IRIS

Last year we began our partnership with The Institute for Research in Schools (IRIS), led in school,

by Mrs Oleschuk. IRIS provides opportunities for secondary students, from all backgrounds, to

participate in authentic research in school and make valuable, recognised contributions to the

scientific community. Students use real world data and collaborate with a variety of working

scientists to gain experience in arenas they would never usually encounter.

Last year, the Deputy Director of IRIS, Marcus Bernard, launched two projects: Cosmic Miners in Year

10 and Carbon Researchers in Year 8.  We have learnt all about objects in space, red shift and space

exploration in Cosmic miners and are proud to have our Carbon researchers team continue their

work on the environment and become a part of our Eco Schools project with Miss Webb.

On Friday 25th March Cosmic Miners had their first lesson from

Marcus (pictured right), who taught us all how to read the

spectra from stars! We also had the opportunity to take part in

the cutting-edge DNA Origami project, where a select handful

of students are currently working on creating 3D objects from

DNA using industrial laboratory equipment! Watch this space for

more exciting adventures into real Science!



Celebrating Excellence

Sixth Form celebrates excellence 

On Friday 1st April we celebrated our sixth formers as they were awarded

certificates by Ms McClure and Mr Gittins for excellence.  These are some of the

star students who were commended for their achievements. 



On Wednesday 16th March, Year 10 students

studying GCSE Art went to the Birmingham

‘School of Art’ and Sea Life Centre with Miss

Lopez.  During the visit to the School of Art,

students learned more about the

opportunities available to them within the

arts sector, experienced a university-style

workshop and engaged with the students

and lecturers, to gain  insight into this future

prospect. 

At the Sea Life Centre, students learnt about

the different roles they could progress onto

within the arts field and captured some

fantastic pieces of art which they will use as

part of their GCSE coursework. 

Visit to Birmingham School 

of Art and Sea Life Centre

In February, Year 12 and Year 13 English Literature
students visited the historical Globe Theatre in London
to watch a performance of Shakespeare's play, Hamlet.
The students watched the play in the Sam Wanamaker
Playhouse which was designed from the original 17th
century plans for an indoor theatre and is lit by
candlelight. As part of their course, it is recommended
that A Level students watch a live performance of the
play, and this experience has led to thoughtful
discussion on the use of stagecraft and
characterisation used in performances to bring
meaning to written texts.

London trip to the Globe Theatre

Theatre group Catch-22 came to Colton Hills this month to put on two performances of English

Literature GCSE texts for Year 10 and Year 11. Year 11 watched a performance of Macbeth and Year

10 watched a performance of An Inspector Calls which they have been studying recently in lesson.

Seeing the live performances are an excellent way to help students understand the plots and themes

of the plays in preparation for their upcoming exams and help to bring the story to life.

In other Literature news...

Celebrating Participation



Celebrating Participation

The above drawings are by our Year 9 students who are working on an architecture project this half-

term. Students are studying a range of contemporary artists and are looking specifically at interesting

buildings in Wolverhampton. 

Landscape Artists

We are delighted with these

mixed media paintings

(pictured left), inspired by

the impact of coral

bleaching. Our wonderful

artists in Year 8 have done a

fantastic job!

Mixed Media Painting

These impressive abstract architectural

collages (pictured right) have been

created by our Year 9 students. 

 Students selected photographs taken

from different viewpoints and

experimented with lines of perspective.

Looking forward to seeing how these

develop further!

Architectural Collages



Celebrating Participation

Day out to Chester Zoo 

On 23rd March, Year 12 and 13
biologists travelled to Chester Zoo
to explore, not only the amazing
diversity of life on display but also
the spacious and well-constructed
habitats provided for the animals
and plants. It was an amazing day,
whether roaming through the
darkness of the fruit-bat forest,
watching the sloths scale
extraordinary heights or enjoying
the glorious sunshine next to the
Sun bears.  All of our biologists
were also glad to note the
conservation work that goes on
here at Chester Zoo.

Chester Zoo is committed to preventing extinction and each

animal information post includes its IUCN red list status,

which tell us whether the species is endangered, vulnerable,

threatened or of least concern. This commitment to

increasing biodiversity, alongside the amazing life seen

made it an informative and enjoyable day.

Our Year 11 food technology students stepped up to the mark during their practical exams in March

and delivered some amazing meals.  Their  lessons have been well planned according to individual

needs and abilities to give them good training in organisational skills and time management, which

also helps them at home and prepare them for the future.  Through these lessons with Mrs Rahman,

students learn to cook a wide variety of recipes, hone their skills, and create things like handmade

pasta through to stocks and sauces.

Hospitality and Catering is a hands-on course with excellent insight into the catering industry. It

provides students an opportunity to think about their career options.  At present,  Hospitality and

Catering is a growing sector in the job market and there are prospects within this industry from

retail, hotel work, chef etc. Students can also choose to progress onwards to attend college and

study catering to Level 3 or degree level.

According to the British Hospitality Association, Hospitality and Catering is Britain’s fourth largest

industry and accounts for around 10% of the total workforce. 

Year 11 Hospitality and Catering Practical Exam



Celebrating Participation

Make sure you have this date marked in your diary!  Organised by our Science department, it will be

an inspiring day of STEM activities around the school for all students to participate in. 

The Big Bang Event 29th June 2022

Interhouse Competition Update

3rd

2nd

1st

Curie House - 961 points

Turing House - 965 points 

Tull House - 914 points

Kahlo House - 775 points4th



Celebrating Participation

The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) took our second group of recruits out to Swynnerton

Training Area earlier in March.  Over 120 cadets have now attended one of these training

events from both Colton Hills and our partner school The Royal School.  This represents three

quarters of the recruits who joined in September and who now stand on the verge of

attaining their first Army Cadet Proficiency qualification.   

The weekend itself was blessed with blue skies with no hint of rain.  Cadets were split up

into groups and learned how to cook in the field, build a shelter, camouflage and

concealment, learn why things are seen and how to set up a patrol harbour.  All these skills

were then put to the test as they had to move into the woods to set up camp for the night. 

 After cooking their own meals on their army stoves, cadets had the opportunity to engage

in a night exercise.  This was spoilt slightly by the very bright moonlight which made sneaking

around almost impossible but we did manage to get a number of cadets into the ‘enemy’

camp (The Royal School’s area) to obtain the information we needed.  

After a very cold night in their bashas, cadets were up nice and early to cook their own

breakfast. Then it was off to more training: learning to move with and without a rifle, section

attacks, field signals and finally how to judge distance.  Once this was all completed the

coaches arrived to take the tired cadets back to civilisation and their precious plug sockets.  

Combined Cadet Force Weekend Training at Swynnerton

We now have most of our new cadets

qualified to live in the field which means

next year we can deliver an advanced

tactics package to take their training up

a level. 

Well done to all the cadets for showing

endless energy and enthusiasm

throughout the weekend. They kept

smiling throughout and got really stuck in

to the training gaining maximum benefit

from being way out of their comfort

zones. 

Also a special thanks to the Cadet Force

Adult Volunteers who gave up their bank

holiday to make all the above happen.

Without these unsung heroes none of this

would be possible and I am forever

grateful on behalf of the cadets for their

dedication.



Celebrating Integrity

As part of our High Performance

Learning journey at Colton Hills to

become an international Green Flag

Award Eco-School, we are

collaborating with Just ONE Tree

network of schools to help combat

climate change by supporting the

planting of 50 trees. 

Respecting Our Natural World

50 seeds will be chosen and planted by our

partners in one of their nurseries. Once the next

rainy season is upon us, seedlings will be

transported to their carefully selected new

homes, where they will be planted and nurtured

over the coming years. 

Our school's 'forest' of 50 trees will remove

approximately 15.4 tonnes of carbon dioxide

from the atmosphere over the next 25 years.

JUST ONE Tree is Community Interest Company

removing CO2 from the atmosphere through

global reforestation. They provide a platform

where individuals, schools and businesses can

join together to collectively take large-scale

positive action on the climate crisis. By planting

trees in poverty-stricken areas they maximise

the effect on global warming whilst

simultaneously helping to alleviate extreme

poverty through training, education and the

provision of sustainable incomes.  For more

information, visit www.justonetree.life

Year 12 students have been allocated a

reluctant reader (from Year 8 or 9)

where they meet in the Library on a

Monday, Thursday/Friday (depending

on the assembly day).  This has really

boosted confidence in our KS3 students

and has developed leadership skills in

the Year 12 students.  The Year 8 and 9

students also benefitted from the

mentoring scheme. 

Year 12 Reading Mentors 



Celebrating Respect

Corridor Culture

Our school has recently introduced a new practice which we call "corridor culture".  This is part of

the High Performance Learning practices that we are implementing across the school, to enable

us to progress from good to world-class.  

Mapped out routes must be followed at all times.  

This includes the end of the day when students depart from school. 

Student should walk on the left in single file .

Students should be walking around school quietly. 

Students should not be wearing coats .

CORRIDOR CULTURE RULES: 

They will be made welcome.

They will be treated fairly and as equals. 

People will understand life is difficult for some students.

People will be kind to them.

People will be patient as they learn English.

People will be patient with them if they have not been to school before.

People will be kind to them if they are exhausted or unwell or do not understand our

expectations.

They will not be bullied.

There will be no name calling. 

People will give them a chance to be successful and happy and have fun and make

friends.

They will be safe and warm and have access to good food and drink.

In light of recent events happening around the world and the war in Ukraine, we want to

emphasize that our doors are open to anyone and everyone.   As a School of Sanctuary, we

are committed to being a safe and welcoming place for all, especially those seeking

sanctuary. At Colton Hills, we strive to embrace the values of being a School of Sanctuary by

extending a very warm welcome to all families from different diverse backgrounds, different

cultures and creating an inclusive environment for everyone. 

Our Pledge: 

When a child comes to Colton Hills Community School, they have to know that they have

come to a sanctuary, a safe place where:

School of Sanctuary 



Celebrating Diversity

Head Girl secures an offer in Cambridge!

LGBTQ+ 2022
Our school held an assembly to celebrate lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer and

others during LGBT+ History Month in February. The focus of the assembly was on the

language we use and all students learnt about the Section 28 policy and its ramifications on

how these matters are discussed in schools. 

The Colton Hills Identity Council is a group focused on real, credible change for our

school.  Representatives from all aspects of identity; race, faith, sexuality, culture and age

are heard.  We are on a journey to world class, and part of that is how we interact with one

another.  To get involved or to lend your support in any way, talk to Mr Reade, Mr Blower, Mrs

Stephens, Mr Hazell or any one of our student representatives.

Next term, we are going on a virtual tour of Auschwitz.  As part of their enrichment

programme,  all students will be given the opportunity to view this virtual event.  The tour

gives an in depth and personable look into one of history’s most infamous locations – the

Auschwitz-Birkenau death camp.   This will be a rewarding experience expanding the

cultural capital of all of our students.

Coming Soon! Auschwitz Virtual Tour

"My name is Sonata Mieliauskaite, and I am a Year 13 student at

Colton Hills Sixth Form. Originally from Lithuania, I immigrated to

England at an early age, and have attended Colton Hills since Year

7.  The help received from my family, wonderful peers and the great

staff here have driven my decision to study Archaeology at

university. I developed a fascination for ancient cultures through Art

& Design, and we have a fantastic art department here. I was

nurtured, learnt to apply my knowledge of Physics to the study of

artefacts, and channelled this into pursuing an exciting Archaeology

degree. 

Receiving an offer at Cambridge University was a bewildering experience. I remember nervously

reading the letter with my amazing mum by my side, and the excitement I felt when I realised that

it was not a letter of rejection!  I am grateful to receive the opportunity to pursue a course that

suits my interests so perfectly, and I hope that every student gets to experience that same feeling

about their future.

Support from the sixth form staff has been monumental; I am grateful for their guidance and the

effort dedicated to shaping my university application. I also owe thanks to my great circle of

friends who have taught me to be resilient, work hard to reach my ambitions, and have fun. I wish

my peers the best of luck, and that they too, can achieve their aspirations."



Maximum Learning

It was really exciting to host our first successful Maximum Learning event for parents

and carers this half term. Students are now used to having a Maximum Learning

meeting every two weeks where they meet as a whole year group to practise learning

skills and become familiar with the attributes necessary to be a High Performance

Learner, so an event for parents and carers was the logical next step. 

Maximum Learning : Parents and Carers Event

At this meeting we were able

to share translated copies of

our famous ‘Maximum

Learning Guide for Parents

and Carers’ booklet and go

through a range of strategies

that can help students be

happy and successful at

Colton Hills.  We discussed

the language that High

Performance Learners would

use, the mindset they would

adopt and also explored what

parents can do at home to

reinforce the messages from

school.  



For the first time in over a decade, Colton Hills students in Year 10 have gone out on Work

Experience in March and had hands-on experience in the working world. The programme

included various organisations such as opticians, dental practices, retail outlets, primary

schools, hairdressers, beauty salons, veterinary hospitals, engineering companies, hospitality

establishments, estate agents, art galleries, National Trust historical places and IT companies.

Students received positive reviews from their employers and were very pleased with their

experience. In total, 120 students have had the opportunity to participate in this programme. 

CAREERS

YEAR 10 STUDENT PLACEMENTS

During enrichment on 23rd March, Year 11's

got to meet with a variety of organisations

and explore various post Year 11

opportunities ranging from careers in sport,

engineering, medical, computing, and

business.  Organisations who took part

included Juniper Training, Nova Training,

MPCT, Skills Training UK and University of

Wolverhampton. 

MEET AND GREET



We are pleased to announce that as of March 25th 2022, we have achieved 100%

implementation of the Gatsby Benchmarks for the delivery of Careers Education

Information Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) in our school.

 

What are the 8 Gatsby Benchmarks? 

CAREERS

FACT:
Did you know that in the last 3 years, 100% of

Colton Hills students secured a place in either
employment, education or training after

leaving our school? 
 

100% PASS in GATSBY BENCHMARKS



We currently partner with

Wolverhampton College to offer

Adult English to Speakers of Other

Languages (ESOL) in our school.

This free course helps people to

develop their English reading,

writing and speaking skill, enabling

them to become more confident in

work and everyday life settings.

Sessions take place each Friday

09.00-11.00am.  This course is

free and open to anyone in the

community. 

Call 01902 558420 for more

information or to book your place.

Colton Hills in the Community

Did you know that many of the fantastic facilities at Colton Hills are available for the public to

hire? We really value our local community and are proud to host various activities in our community

spaces.  To find out more about the facilities, visit our website:

www.coltonhills.co.uk/our-community 

FREE ESOL Lessons

Swimming Pool

Sports Hall

Website Winner

Congratulations to our Sixth

former, Taranjit Singh, whose

website design has been

chosen by Help Communities

To Train,  a charity based in

the Black Country that supports

the unemployed in various

training needs such as project

management.

Taranjit's website will be

published by the charity once it

is completed. 

Fantastic work, Taranjit! 

Football Pitches

Dance Studio

Facilities for Hire

Well done to Atisha Singh, Tai Bowen and Satnaam Bansal

who generously donated toiletries to our Charity Appeal at

Christmas. 

The items were sent to local charity ‘P3’ who help the

vulnerable and homeless people.  It is the second time the

school has donated to this charity and the grateful volunteers

wanted to thank the students and staff of Colton Hills for their

support towards this fantastic cause.

Christmas Charity Appeal

Astro Turf

Theatre



 

 

Summer Term 

Monday 25th April - Friday 27th May

 

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 2nd May

 

Half Term Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June

 

Summer Term 

Monday 6th June - Friday 22nd July

 

Inset Day Friday 24th June

Summer Term 2022

Follow us on Facebook or Twitter @coltonhillscs

 Happy Easter to everyone celebrating!

17th April 2022

01902 558420

coltonhillsschool@wolverhampton.gov.uk

 www.coltonhills.co.uk

@coltonhillscs

Dates for your diary

Please note all pictures used in this

newsletter were taken in accordance

with government guidelines at the

time they were taken.

Last Day of Term

Friday 22nd July 

Summer Holiday Monday 25th July - Friday 2nd September 2022

@coltonhillscs


