
Colton Hills Community School medium term planning – English 

Topic title: 

Travel and Culture 
 

Year: 11 
 
Term: Autumn 

Why we teach this: Students will have access to a 

range of texts from other countries and other cultures 
considering different attitudes and perspectives towards a 
variety of subjects. Students will explore quality texts, both 
fiction and non-fiction, as well as a range of unseen poetry 
from different cultures. The study of these texts, alongside 
the Power and Conflict poems will act as a springboard for 
students’ own creative and opinionated writing. 

Why we teach this here: Students will be able to make 

links with topics previously studied- the environment and 
poverty and society. Students should also be able to apply 
key themes explored previously such as inequality in society 
and power and conflict. Students will be able to make links 
and explore different cultural perspectives in the poems re-
visited, and the unseen poetry explored this half term. 

Big questions: 
1) How does Priestley present class in An Inspector Calls? 

2) How far does Priestley present Sheila as a character who is 
beginning to change her attitudes in Act One? 

3) In ‘Presents from my Aunt in Pakistan’ how does the writer 
present the speaker’s attitudes towards identity and 
culture? 

4) Compare the power of humans in Tissue and The Emigree?  

5) How does Priestley explore ideas of social responsibility? 

6) In ‘Blessing’ how does the writer present the speaker’s 
attitudes towards place and culture? 

7) How is the power of nature shown in ‘The Prelude’ and one 
other poem? 

8) How does Priestley use the character of the Inspector to 
convey a message through his final speech? 

9) How does the writer use language to create a first 
impression of Leopoldville? 

10) ‘Mobile phones are killing social relationships, as well as 
ruining lives’ Write an article for a broadsheet article in 
which you argue either for or against this statement. 

Builds on previous topics: 
Students will be able to consolidate their learning on An 
Inspector Calls and poetry as well as developing key skills 
required to compare poetry. Students will also apply skills 
previously taught on English Language for fiction and non-
fiction texts. 

Links to future topics: 
An Inspector Calls will be revisited in Summer 1. The Power 
and Conflict poems and Unseen Poetry will again be re-visited 
in Summer 1 prior to the English Literature examinations. Skills 
for both Paper 1 and Paper2 of English Language will 
continue to be developed through the remainder of the year. 
  

Key knowledge: 
- The consolidation of the plot details for An 

Inspector Calls, the sequence of the play and 
the key events. 

- The characters of the play, their key traits 
and how they develop in the text. 

- Key themes and ideas in the text – gender 
roles, social hierarchy and the poor. 

- The changing critical reception of An Inspector 
Calls, both in history and today. 

- How An Inspector Calls has been presented in 
a variety of film and television versions. 

- The conventions of socialist commentary and 
these have evolved. 

- The conventions of ‘Power and Conflict’ in 
Tissue, War Photographer, The Prelude and 
The Emigree. 

- An understanding of the mark schemes for 
Literature paper 2. 

- Key elements of a successful essay response. 

 

Key knowledge continued: 
- The exploration of texts for both fiction and non-

fiction for the Language paper that looks at 
different cultures. 

- An understanding of the mark schemes for 
Language paper 1 and 2. 

- The key themes to link poems. 
- Use of ambitious vocabulary and crafted 

linguistic devices in creative writing responses. 
- Application of a full range of punctuation to 

support effective sentence demarcation. 
- Opinionated writing with use of the key 

conventions. 

- Key elements of successful reading and writing 
responses. 

Skills developed for Language: 
- A01 - Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information 

and ideas. Select and synthesise evidence from different 
texts. 

- A02 - Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use 
language and structure to achieve effects and influence 
readers, using relevant subject terminology to support their 
views. 

- A03 - Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as 
how these are conveyed, across two or more texts. 

- A04 - Evaluate texts critically and support this with 
appropriate textual references. 

Mini/Interim assessments: 
Seneca – checking knowledge of key Literature texts 
Termly summative assessment: 
PPE for Language Paper 

 

Independent study tasks/resources: 
Poetry Anthology – using the retrieval cycle (weekly) 

Key vocabulary 1: 
Sibilance 
Conscience 
Hierarchy 
Individualism 

Key vocabulary 2: 
Contemplation 
Nostalgia 
Semantic field 
Metaphor 



Cultural capital opportunities: … 
 
 
 
 

Whole school Curricular Concept links: 
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