
Colton Hills Community School medium term planning - English 

Topic title: 

A Christmas 
Carol 

Year: 10 
 
Term: Autumn 

Why we teach this: 
The topic introduces students to the theme of poverty and 
society’s changing (or unchanging) views over time through 
the antiquated class systems, drawing connections between 
texts studied (poetry in particular). 

Why we teach this here: 
Students will have explored themes of power and control 
and begun to link contextual information to a literature 
text. The novella will be a shorter text that will allow 
them to build their stamina in responding to texts at 
GCSE level.  

Big questions: 
1) How does Dickens present Scrooge as an 

employer? 

2) Can you compare how the writers convey similar 
perspectives on the effects of working conditions 
on the workers? 

3) How does Dickens explore the impact of class 
divides? 

4) What is the purpose of the ghosts in A Christmas 
Carol? 

5) What is Dickens suggesting about the importance 
of Christmas? 

6) How do poets explore the themes of greed and 
power in poetry? 

7) How does Dickens use setting to help convey the 
value of human connection? 

8) What is the importance of the ending of A 
Christmas Carol? 

 

Builds on previous topics: 
This topic develops students understanding of power and 
conflict through the theme of poverty and inequalities in 
society. 

 

Links to future topics: 
Students will be able to apply their learning of power, conflict, 
poverty and society to 19th century texts and opinions in 
society. This will also allow students to discuss the timeline and 
evolution of change in the world they live in.  

Key knowledge: 
- How Dickens uses language for effect 
- How to analyse the structure of the novella  
- How does Dickens create engaging 

characters 
- The GCSE mark scheme 
- How Victorian society can help us to 

understand the novella 
- How does Dickens use symbolism to explore 

themes of love, power, isolation and religion? 
- Scrooge and Marley as a representation of a 

greedy, capitalist society 
- The significance of spirits and their 

representation of Christian fears and 
responsibilities 

- The theme of charity and family through the 
character of Fred 

 
 

Key knowledge continued: 
- Contextual information of Malthus and the Poor 

Laws 
- How writers use poetry as a exploration of 

societal issues and conflict 

- How poets use narrators to explore themes of 
power and control 

- How writers use setting to create atmosphere 
and tension in fiction texts 

- How writers use literary techniques to convey 
opinions and sway audiences 

- How societal attitudes change over time 
- The poverty of the Cratchit family as a 

representation of the wider problem in London 
at the time 

- Tiny Tim’s significance in exploring the innocent, 
overlooked victim of poverty 

- Belle and the importance of love 

Skills developed: 

• Analysis of language, form and structure in 
novella 

• Exploring the significance of contextual 
factors on literature. 

• Extended essay writing 
 

Mini/Interim assessments: Can you compare how the 
writers convey similar perspectives on the effects of 
working conditions on the workers? 
PIRA Test 
Termly summative assessment: How does Dickens 

present Scrooge as a character that transforms in A 
Christmas Carol? 

Independent study tasks/resources: 
Seneca, Library books, and Wider reading 
articles in KAO 

Key vocabulary 1: 
Archetype 
Blue Laws  
Bob  
Catharsis  
Capitalism  
Counting house 
Covetous  
Debtors Prison  

Key vocabulary 2: 
Deviant  
Humbug  
Industrial Revolution 
Misanthropic 
Moral  
Ostracised  
Parliamentary Journalist 
Philanthropy, Phrenology, Purgatory 



 
 

  

Cultural capital opportunities: … 
 
 
 
 

Whole school Curricular Concept links: 
… 

Week/ 
Phase 

Key Features 

1 

Small Questions: … 
 
 

Key Activities/Resources: 
… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Retrieval focus: 
… 
 
 
Independent study: 
… 
 
 

  

2 

Small Questions: … 
 
 

Key Activities/Resources: 
… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Retrieval focus: 
… 
 
 
Independent study: 
… 

  

3 
Small Questions: … 
 
 

Key Activities/Resources: 
… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Retrieval focus: 
… 
 
 
Independent study: 
… 

Week/ 
Phase 

Key Features 

4 

Small Questions: … 
 
 

Key Activities/Resources: 
… 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Retrieval focus: 
… 
 
 
Independent study: 
… 

  

5 
Small Questions: … 
 
 



Key Activities/Resources: 
… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Retrieval focus: 
… 
 
 
Independent study: 
… 

 

6 

Small Questions: … 
 
 

Key Activities/Resources:  
… 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Retrieval focus: 
… 
 
 
Independent study: 
… 

 


