
  

Our Curriculum Vision 

Colton Hills Community School is an inner-city school with a diverse cohort that draws from a 

wide range of cultures, nationalities and identities. Our curriculum seeks to address the 

disadvantage that may exist within these diverse communities by giving our students access to 

an education that broadens their horizons, challenges them, and provides them with the skills 

and knowledge they require to be successful in school while also preparing them for life 

beyond school.    

We have designed our curriculum to ensure that students have every opportunity to gain 

worthwhile employment, attend a top university and have access to the social mobility that can 

change lives for themselves and their families. 

Our curriculum is underpinned by our core values: Participation, Respect, Integrity, Diversity, and 

Excellence. We believe that every child, regardless of background or ability, deserves access 

to high-quality learning that inspires curiosity, fosters resilience, and builds the skills needed for 

future success. 

One of the most pivotal aspects is making our students highly literate and numerate, ensuring 

that they have the fundamental skills necessary to take their place in society. Our skill makes 

literacy a central aspect of life at Colton Hills and addressing deficiencies in reading – whether 

due to prior achievement or being new to the language – is a huge priority and focus. We know 

that an ability to read well often holds the key to the rest of the curriculum, and so we want to 

ensure all students are given then tools they require to succeed.   

We are aiming for world-class education and intend our curriculum to be knowledge-rich, deep 

in its explorations of topics, challenging, and with a distinctive, outward-looking, international 

feel. We want our students to make sure that our students encounter the best of what has been 

said and written throughout human history, and the chance to read these words is something that 

we hold dear in our curriculum. We recognise the importance of grounding our curriculum in its 

wider contexts to enable us to fill gaps in our students’ knowledge. We are unapologetic in 

ensuring that our students have every opportunity to engage with as much powerful knowledge 

as anyone else in the country.  

The intention of our curriculum at all stages is that we will teach all children at our school that: 

 

Students who leave school with wider awareness of the world around them, with self-respect 

and with a personal morality will be best able to take advantage of all that life offers and 

find their place in the world as a citizen of all of their communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Our Curriculum Plan 

In 2025-2026, we continue to deliver a two-week timetable, to better allow us to maximise 

students’ learning time and to create a more even timetable model across subjects. In the 

information below, therefore, the curriculum allocations are the amount of hours per fortnight. 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7-9) 

We believe in teaching a broad and balanced curriculum at Key Stage 3, and students get the 

chance to explore a vast range of subjects with and beyond the National Curriculum. 

We invest a significant amount of time in core subjects and subjects which ultimately form part 

of the EBACC offer, but equally value time spent in the Arts and technical subjects to ensure that 

all students have a comprehensive and well-rounded curriculum experience. 

The hours spent in each subject vary slightly in Years 7-9, so below is a summary of the curriculum 

offer and how long students spend in each subject: 

Subject Key Stage 3 time 
(mins. per fortnight) 

English (including library lesson) 480 (8 lessons) 

Mathematics 480 (8 lessons) 

Science 480 (8 lessons) 

Geography 180 (2 lessons) 

History 180 (2 lessons) 

German 240 (3 lessons) 

IT/Computing 180 (2 lessons) 

PE 240 (4 lessons) 

Religious Studies 120 (2 lessons) 

Art 120 (2 lessons) 

Music 120 (2 lessons) 

Dance 120 (2 lessons) 

Drama 120 (2 lessons) 

PSHE 120 (2 lessons) 

Design and Technology 60 (1 lesson) 

 

This curriculum is well-planned and sequenced, with all elements available to be viewed by 

parents on our website ensuring that there is an encompassing of all elements of the National 

Curriculum. PSHE is now delivered weekly with age-appropriate themes including health, 

relationships, citizenship, and careers education. Year group differentiation ensures content is 

tailored to developmental stages. 

Students are introduced to a wide range of knowledge and skills, with a focus on literacy, 

numeracy, and personal development. The curriculum is sequenced to build on prior learning 

and prepare students for Key Stage 4. 

Key Stage 4 (Years 10-11) 

When students come to make their options choices for Years 10 and 11, we offer an even wider 

selection of courses to suit all interests and aspirations. We ensure that all students pursue an 

ambitious and wide subject offer, with strong encouragement to continue to pursue some of the 

‘facilitating’ A Level subjects and the subjects which make up the EBacc. We also offer a suite 

of relevant vocational subjects to ensure that all students have relevant and effective pathways 

to support them to their eventual destinations.  

In Year 9 students will be given a suggested ‘pathway’ which we think best suits their needs. For 

example, one pathway includes Triple Science for our high attaining students, while another 

pathway includes our inclusive laser learning lessons where students are given access to 

additional access to Maths and English teaching, and develop employability skills.  



Below is summary of our Key Stage 4 curriculum, including the different subjects that we offer 

inside and outside of the core curriculum: 

Subject Key Stage 4 time 
(mins. per fortnight) 

Core Subjects – all students 

English 480 (8 lessons) 

Mathematics 480 (8 lessons) 

Science 480 (8 lessons) 

Core PE 240 (4 lessons) 

Religious Studies (non-examined) 120 (2 lessons) 

PSHE 120 (2 lessons) 

Optional Subjects – EBacc suite 

Geography 360 (6 lessons) 

German 360 (6 lessons) 

Computer Science 360 (6 lessons) 

History 360 (6 lessons) 

Optional Subjects – other options 

Business (Enterprise) BTEC 360 (6 lessons) 

Dance 360 (6 lessons) 

Design and Technology – Hospitality 360 (6 lessons) 

Design and Technology – 3D Design 360 (6 lessons) 

Drama 360 (6 lessons) 

Health and Social Care BTEC 360 (6 lessons) 

IT BTEC 360 (6 lessons) 

Music  360 (6 lessons) 

Religious Studies 360 (6 lessons) 

Sport BTEC 360 (6 lessons) 

Sociology 360 (6 lessons) 

Citizenship 360 (6 lessons) 

Travel & Tourism BTEC 360 (6 lessons) 

Film Studies 360 (6 lessons) 

 

The curriculum is based on strong work with exam boards and continually refined and reflected 

upon by our Curriculum Leaders. It is further underpinned by an assembly rota and form time 

curriculum, and with a vast array of opportunities for extra-curricular learning and intervention 

towards success in exams.  

PSHE continues with differentiated content for Years 10 and 11, including financial literacy, 

mental health, and post-16 pathways. Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from 

Religious Education. Requests should be made in writing to the Headteacher. Our careers 

curriculum involves significant contact with external employers and universities, as students seek 

to choose their next steps as they near the age of 16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 5 (Years 12-13) 

We offer our students a significant amount of support in choosing their post-16 options. We do 

believe, however, that the Colton Hills Sixth Form is the right destination for the vast majority of 

our students, and our curriculum offer is designed to cater for all needs, aptitudes and 

aspirations.  

Our offer is a mix of traditional A Level subjects including the ‘facilitating’ subjects necessary 

for acceptance at strong universities, as well as a relevant suit of vocational courses which build 

on our Key Stage 4 offer. 

All subject blocks have five hours of taught curriculum time per week (10 hours per fortnight), as 

well as 9 hours per week of independent study time within the school day. 

Here are the current subject choices in our post-16 offer: 

A Level subjects 

Art & Design 

Biology 

Chemistry 

Computer Science 

Economics 

English Literature 

Geography 

History 

Mathematics 

Physics 

Psychology 

Sociology 

Vocational Level 3 BTECs 

Applied Science 

Business 

Criminology 

E-Sports 

Health and Social Care 

IT 

Sport 

Construction 

Applied Law 

Travel & Tourism 

Animal Management 

Creative Digital Media 

 

Students also engage in enrichment activities, university and career preparation, and leadership 

development. PSHE is delivered through a one-hour explicit taught lesson, as well as in tutorials 

and enrichment sessions, focusing on independence, employability, and civic responsibility. 

Students are provided with opportunities to develop their study skills, mentor younger students, 

engage with careers opportunities and begin the process of applying to universities. These 

priorities are echoed in our form period programme, which takes place at the beginning of each 

school day. 

 

 

 

 

 



Our wider curriculum 

At Colton Hills, we do not believe that the curriculum ends at the classroom door, and we have 

put in place a wide variety of opportunities for our students to develop all aspects of themselves.  

We are always looking for opportunities to further develop this offer, but some of these aspects 

include: 

Form periods – Each day begins with a form period, which sees students meet their form tutor 

to help prepare them for the day and to follow a structured programme of activities. These 

periods include a weekly assembly on a topical theme, two periods focused on reading, a 

Pastoral period where key messages are shared and a session where students focus on an 

aspect of current affairs or personal development. Form tutors become central to the life of 

students at Colton Hills, the first port of call for parents and guardians. 

Student leadership – There are a range of opportunities for students to undertake leadership 

roles. We have an active School Board which has representatives from all year groups. They 

meet regularly to be consulted on school developments and their views are considered by the 

SLT as part of school improvement planning. This develops further as students move through 

school, with opportunities to become a leader in their House, a Vice Captain, Student Councillor, 

part of the post-16 leadership team, or a Head Student. There are also opportunities for pupils 

to join leadership focus groups such as: Transition, Wellbeing, Library and Diversity. 

Extra-curricular participation – There are a vast array of opportunities beyond the school day 

for students to develop themselves. A half-termly calendar is published and shared with parents, 

and students are actively encouraged to attend wherever possible. Sport is particularly popular, 

with use of our outstanding grounds allowing for a wide range of activities. We also have a 

growing level of participation in the performing arts, and other opportunities in STEM, literacy 

and other areas of school life. 

Work-based learning and careers – Students have access to a careers curriculum which has 

been planned by our Careers and Aspirations Lead with their needs in mind. Careers education 

is vital to the long-term economic success of our students, and they are given access to this from 

Year 7 onwards. As well as lesson opportunities and links in their subject areas, we begin to 

offer a more bespoke service in Key Stage 4 and 5 which encompasses personal interviews, 

work experience placements and growing employer contact to ensure that our students are 

ready for the world of work and can access meaningful careers. 

Music Development Plan - We are committed to nurturing musical talent through curriculum 

music, instrumental tuition, ensembles, and performance opportunities. Our plan aligns with the 

National Plan for Music Education and ensures progression from KS3 to KS5. 

Literacy and numeracy 

We know that for our students to be successful, they need to be highly literate and numerate 

and we place these skills as central to our curriculum. All students have a significant commitment 

of time to English and Maths as part of the curriculum throughout Key Stages 3 and 4, and our 

intent is that all students leave school with the skills necessary to achieve good qualifications in 

English and Maths, as these are the gateways to many of the opportunities that can follow. A 

few examples of what this looks like outside of lessons includes: 

• Literacy: Whole-school reading strategy, vocabulary development, disciplinary literacy, 

and targeted interventions 

• Numeracy: Cross-curricular numeracy focus, diagnostic assessments, and support 

programmes and inclusive pathways 

Staff receive regular training to embed literacy and numeracy in their teaching. 

 



Literacy 

Central to our teaching approach is a focus on literacy and 

reading. We support our entire curriculum with a high level of 

focus on reading because we know that literacy is vital to 

educational success and social mobility. We build this into our 

curriculum in several ways, such as through Library Lessons in 

Key Stage 3 English, the use of the Bedrock Vocabulary 

programme, Drop Everything and Read strategy for form 

time, guided class readers, and an increase of the extended 

reading that students do in all of their lessons. 

In addition to these wider strategies, we have supported our teachers and students with a strong 

focus on the skills of reading that they develop in each lesson. Working with advisors from our 

Local Authority, we have developed our PLANETS reading strategy, which teachers use when 

getting students to undertake reading in their lessons. These are the unspoken reading skills 

which enable students to decode challenging texts and make meaning out of them in ways which 

will support them in exams and beyond. 

Our mentality at Colton Hills is that whilst we may teach different subjects, we are all teachers 

of reading. 

 

Numeracy 

At Colton Hills, we have a passion for mathematics that many of our students share, reflected in 

our strong and improving outcomes in this area. We want our students to know why mathematics 

is so important, and we have built this into our curriculum, too.  

We are committed to raising the standards of numeracy of all of our students; we want our 

pupils to be confident and capable in the use of numeracy to support their learning in all areas 

of the curriculum and to acquire the skills necessary to help achieve success in further education, 

employment and adult life. 

Our curriculum also involves a significant amount of cross-curricular mathematical work, in 

particular with our Science department, so that all students have a regular diet of experiences 

to secure key skills. 

Teaching and Learning 

Our curriculum vision is based around the principle of us delivering 

and students remembering the powerful knowledge which will be so 

important for the rest of their lives. We ensure that our curriculum is 

knowledge-rich, and so we have developed teaching approaches 

in the classroom which support this aim, enabling our students to get 

the most from each lesson. 

One of the key elements of learning at Colton Hills are our 

Knowledge and Assessment Organisers, which students are given 

for each topic that they study in several subjects. These booklets 

contain key subject knowledge, extended reading opportunities, 

access to cultural capital materials and examples of examination 

excellence. It is worth noting that all students have access to the same 

knowledge – we believe in parity of experience and high expectations of all our students. 



We support our knowledge-rich teaching with proven 

teaching and learning strategies which enable our 

teachers to be as successful as possible in delivering 

excellent lessons. We call this our Colton Hills Way of 

Teaching, and we ask that our teachers refer regularly 

to this policy in order to continually refine and improve 

their practice for maximum impact. 

Our lessons are divided into phases where knowledge 

can be acquired, consolidated and the revisited at in 

the next lesson as ‘retrieval’. 

 

The policy has been influenced by a range of different educational thinkers, but most central is 

the work of Doug Lemov and his book ‘Teach Like a Champion’. The book contains many 

excellent practical teaching strategies, and focuses on lessons which create engagement, pace 

and depth and where all students are expected to participate well.  

Within this policy we go further to focus on 

the most key elements of successful teaching 

with our Expected Five. These are the five 

strategies that we believe make the most 

difference in creating a high-challenge 

learning environment and we ask our 

teachers to make these their highest priority. 

They focus on creating lessons with pace and 

energy where questioning is paramount and 

where all students are involved.  

To ensure students achieve the maximum amount of learning from their lessons, we want teachers 

to always know exactly what each student knows and understands. For this reason, we have 

worked hard to increase the level of formative assessment in class. This is where all students will 

answer questions to inform the teacher if content needs to be re-taught to guarantee 

understanding is secure, or whether the class are ready to move on to the next piece of learning. 

This ensures all lessons are tailored to the students in the class.  

 



Assessment and Reporting 

We track and monitor the progress of our students rigorously at Colton Hills to ensure that they 

stay on track throughout their journey through school with us. We also have a robust and 

systematic reporting system that enables parents to have a clear picture of how well their 

children are progressing at all stages of their studies. 

We have high expectations of our students, and we exemplify this by setting challenging target 

grades at Key Stage 4 and 5, in line with the achievement of the top 20% of schools in the 

country. These aspirational target grades are set at the beginning of Year 10 and used as the 

basis for ongoing conversations about student progress throughout their GCSE, BTEC and A Level 

courses. We target students who are underperforming for additional support and ensure that 

they know the steps to take as part of developing their progress and ultimately achieving 

excellent outcomes. 

In Key Stage 3, we base our assessment on progress towards ‘projected grades’ which are 

based on their KS2 data from Primary School. However, we do not assign GCSE equivalent 

grades to our students at this stage, as we believe this can often be counterproductive to their 

motivation. Instead, all our subjects have developed their own system, where students can be 

assessed and then given a percentage mark. This is then reported to parents in at each of our 

assessment points with a teacher comment on whether this is ‘above’, ‘on track’ or ‘below’ where 

they should be on the pathway to their projected grade. Parents can be confident that these 

assessments are meaningful and have been moderated to be consistent, clearly pointing the 

way towards the progress that students can be expected to make when they complete national 

qualifications. 

We assess and report on students at two points in the year, at the end of our three Learning 

Phases, which take 12-13 weeks and lead to assessment points roughly towards the end of each 

term, in November and June. These assessments are undertaken after significant preparation 

and in test conditions which mimic the real examination conditions which students will face further 

up the school.  

One key principle that we have developed at Colton Hills is that 

all assessment should be cumulative, and not simply a measure 

of what students have learned most recently. Our two assessment 

points build across the year and the Key Stage, so that learning 

is assessed from various modules and elements, forcing students 

to commit to long-term memory. Students may also complete end 

of unit assessments between these points to build further practice and data to support with more 

accurate reporting. Retrieval practice, revision strategies and metacognition skills are a 

significant priority for us to continue to develop as a school, and our assessment model mirrors 

this aim. 

Curriculum Information for Parents 

We believe in transparency and partnership with families. Parents can learn more about our 

curriculum by: 

• Visiting our website for curriculum maps and subject overviews 

• Attending curriculum evenings and information sessions 

• Contacting subject leaders or the curriculum team directly 

We welcome parental engagement and feedback to continually improve our provision. 

 


