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Bored with the New 

York nightlife, Sally 

travels to Berlin where 

she becomes a cabaret 

dancer at the Kit Kat 

Klub. Her partying and 

decadent lifestyle 

becomes entwined with 

the Nazi Party that is 

slowly growing in 

power. 

Cabaret is just one of 

many great movies on 

this time period. 
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What’s the Story? 
 

My name is Eva Heyman, and I am thirteen years old. Like you, I have 
been going to school for many years, but I don’t live in England. My home 
is a town called Augsburg, which is about an hour away from Munich. It’s 
a pretty nice place, with nice people, and peaceful. 
 
Also like you, I dream of the future and what my life might be like. I am 
starting to think about what jobs I would like to do in the future, and I think 
that most of all I would like to be a news photographer. I enjoy being 
creative and making things, but I think it’s also important to let people 
know what is going on in the world around them. 
 

I just celebrated my thirteenth birthday, and we had the loveliest party. I had my friends over 
to my house, and we had tea and sandwiches and huge slices of Sacher torte… that’s a 
chocolate cake if you don’t know, but I suppose some you might speak some German! I had lots 
of presents, too, and a navy-blue dress that I can’t wait to wear to a party. 
 
Lately, though, things have started to change. The Nazis are everywhere. You see the grey 
uniforms of soldiers on every street corner, and people have started speaking to each other in 
quiet voices, as if they fear we are being listened to all the time. Maybe we are – I have heard 
terrible things about what the Nazis have done. 
 
I’m really worried about my family, too. My parents split up when I was young, and I worry 
about them both. My dad is an architect, and he owned a hotel, but he just told me the Nazis 
have taken his business away. My mother works in a pharmacy, and I know that she is really 
worried about what might happen to me. 
 
Why are we so worried? Well, it’s because our family are Jews, and everywhere the Nazis 
have been, life has got worse for Jews. Now, we must only go into certain shops, we must wear 
yellow stars on our sleeves to show that we are Jewish, and there is talk that we might have to 
move out of our home and into another part of town. 
 
My friends are scared, and I’m scared, too. How could the world get into this terrible mess? 
 

Why does this matter? 
 

- We are studying one of the most important periods in modern history. 
- It is vital that we know why people like the Nazis can come to achieve total power. 

- We must be ready to guard against anything like this happening ever again. 
- It is crucial that the Holocaust is never forgotten and always commemorated. 

 

Sounds familiar?  
 

You might well have come across some of these ideas before in your school life, through 
assemblies or other lessons. You would have looked at World War One and Two in Year 9, 
and you may well have looked other powerful leaders earlier in the History curriculum. 
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How did Germany change between 1890 and 1945? 
 

    

  

7. How did the 

Nazi Party get into 

power and turn 

Germany into a 

dictatorship? 

8. What was 

life like in Nazi 

Germany 

1933-45? 

1. What was 

life like in the 

Kaiser’s 

Germany? 
  

2. How was life 

in Germany 

affected by the 

First World War?   

3. What challenges 

were faced by the 

new Weimar 

government in 1918 

and how effectively 

were they dealt with? 

 

  

4. What impact did 

Stresemann make to 

the lives of 

Germans between 

1924 and 1929? 

 

  

5. Why did 

the Weimar 

Republic 

collapse? 

 

  

6. How was the 

Nazi created 

and what did it 

stand for in the 

1920s? 

 



 

How did Germany change 

between 1890 and 1945? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

In this unit of work we will be using and developing… 

ACPs 

VAAs 
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Curricular Concepts 

Have you ever noticed how some of the things you 

study in one subject appear in another subject too? 

 

Students are able to understand their work more and remember more if there are clear 

links between subjects. Throughout your learning at Colton Hills, we will be asking you to 

think about some of the most important ideas in the world to enable you learning to be 

deeper than ever before. Look for these ‘curricular concepts’ in your learning.  
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GCSE History Question Breakdown: Paper One (2 hours) 

Germany 1890-1945 

1 hour 

How does 

Interpretation B 

differ from 

Interpretation 

A? 

Why might the 

authors of 

Interpretations A and 

B have a different 

interpretation 

Which 

interpretation do 

you find more 

convincing? 

Describe two… In what ways…? Which of the following was the more 

important reason why… (two bullet 

points) 

4 4 8 4 8 12 

Make sure you 
develop the 
analysis of 
interpretations to 
explain 
differences based 
on their content  
 
No provenance! 
 

 

Analyse where the 
source came from in 
detail to explain why 
the sources are 
different.  
 
CK needed to help 
explain the importance 
of where the source 
came from 
 

Focus on provenance! 

 

 

 

Evaluate the overall 

trustworthiness of 

the source using lots 

of you own CK. 

Discuss why each 

source is/is not 

convincing 

There is no right or 

wrong answer – the 

quality of the 

evaluation is the key. 

You have to demonstrate 

understanding as well as 

knowledge – remember 

the point and then 

explain it 

Say what the issues are 

and then explain why 

they are so significant. 

How do I turn a 

description into an 

explanation?  

Remember ‘Because x2’ 

You need to include a range 
of accurate and detailed 
knowledge and 
understanding that is 
relevant to the question.  
 

Make a point and then 

include the consequences of 

the point – these would then 

be supported with extra CK 

that backs up the point. 
 

 

 

Your answer needs demonstrate a 
range of accurate and detailed 
knowledge and understanding that is 
relevant to the question. 
 
Sustained argument required – intro 
and conclusion need to match.  
 
Explain why the first bullet point is 
important. 
Explain why the second bullet point is 
important. 
Make links between the two – do they 
overlap? 
 
Give and overall conclusion 
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Model Answer for the Germany 1890-1945 
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How to tackle the Source Questions 
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Examples of Student responses 
 

 

 

 

 

The following example has some good bits but is far from being 

great. Why? 
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Retrieval Quiz 
When you can answer all the questions on this page without looking at 

any notes, you are ready for the exam! 

The Kaiser’s Germany 1890 – 1914 
1) Why was the Kaiser envious of Britain? 2 factors 

2) Four reasons for Germans to feel proud of their country at this time are… 

3) The Navy Laws were… 

4) Two reasons for Germans to feel frustrated with their country are… 

5) Which groups of people wanted change in Germany? 2 groups 

6) Which groups of people did not want change in Germany? 2 groups 

7) What impact did the First World War have on life in Germany? 6 Factors 

Weimar Germany 1918 – 1933 
1) Who was put in charge of Weimar Germany in 1918? 

2) What challenges faced the government at this time? 4 factors 

3) What were the key features of the Weimar constitution? 2 factors 

4) What were the potential weaknesses or dangers of the constitution? 2 factors 

5) How effectively did the government deal with the challenges between 1918 and 1923? 

6) Why was 1923 such a crucial year in Germany? 4 factors 

7) How did life in Germany improve between 1924 and 1929? 4 factors 

8) How was Germany affected by the Wall Street Crash? 3 factors 

9) What mistakes did the Weimar government make between 1929 and 1933? 3 factors 

Nazi Germany 1933 - 1945 
1) What changes did Hitler make to the DAP? 3 factors 

2) What happened during the Munich Putsch? 

3) What were the consequences of the putsch? 2 factors 

4) What were the main ideas of Mein Kampf? 3 factors 

5) Why did the Nazis lack mass appeal before 1928? 5 factors  

6) How did Hitler become Chancellor? 4 factors 

7) How did Hitler consolidate his power? 6 factors 

8) How did Himmler use control by Terror? 4 factors 

9) How did Goebbels use control by Propaganda? 4 factors 

10) How did economic conditions help the Nazis to keep control? 3 factors 

11) What did the Nazis do for the young? 4 factors 

12) How did Nazi policies affect women? 4 factors 

13) How and why did the Nazis persecute Jews before the war? 5 factors 

14) Why could it be said that things were going well GER in WW2 up to 1941? 4 factors 

15) Why could it be said that things went badly after 1941? 4 factors 

16) What was the Final Solution? 3 

17) Was there any opposition to the Nazis in Germany during the war? 4  

 

All answers on the next pages 
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Retrieval Quiz – Answers 
The answers over the next two pages are basic knowledge points. You 

would need to be able to go into more detail for any exam answers 

The Kaiser’s Germany 1890 – 1914 
1) Envious 

a. Britain had the large empire 

b. played an important role in world affairs 

c. had a huge navy 

2) Pride 

a. High levels of industrial production 

b. world leader in many industries 

c. a basic welfare system providing old age pensions 

d. growing influence across the world – Weltpolitik 

3) Navy Laws 

a. designed to significantly increase the size of the German navy to rival that of Britain. They 

were incredibly expensive at a time when some thought the money would be better spent 

elsewhere 

4) Frustrated 

a. No freedom of speech 

b.  not a full democracy  

5) People who want change 

a. The working class  

b. socialists 

c. democrats 

6) No change 

a. The aristocracy and industrialists 

7) Impact of the First World War  

a. Industrial production cut by two thirds 

b.  600,000 war widows, 2 million children without fathers, by 1925 govt spending one third of 

budget on war pensions  

c. huge gaps in living standards of rich and poor 

d.  many soldiers despised the new democratic leaders as they felt betrayed 

e.  women had been called into the workplace in large numbers – many saw this as being 

damaging to traditional family values. 

Weimar Germany 1918 – 1933 
1) Friederich Ebert 

2) Problems 

a. Germany lost the war, but people don’t really believe this 

b. Germany’s economy is a disaster 

c. People are starving 

d. Germany is more divided than ever 

e. Many Germans don’t know how democracy works 

f. Berlin in dangerous and many Germans don’t want democracy e.g. The Freikorps and the 

Spartacists 
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3) Constitution 

a. Freedom of speech 

b. Full democracy – men and women over the age of 20 can vote 

4) Dangers 

a. Article 48 – Emergency power of the President 

b. Proportional Representation – creates coalition governments and allows small, extremist 

parties into the Reichstag. 

5) Success in the that the government survived. 

a. Extremists dealt with – but Ebert needed help to do it 

b. Had to sign the Treaty of Versailles – hugely unpopular in Germany 

c. Introduced democracy – largely positive 

d. French invasion of Ruhr – passive resistance popular at first but damaging, hyperinflation- 

people lost everything – and wouldn’t forget. 

 

 

6) 1923 

a. Munich Putsch 

b. French invasion of the Ruhr 

c. Passive resistance 

d. Hyperinflation 

7) Improvement 

a. Democracy is working – most people voting for pro-Weimar parties 

b. The economy is improving – wages increasing, unemployment falling,  

c. Germany is working well with other countries – welcomed into the League of Nations, Locarno 

Pact  

d. Dawes Plan – huge loans from the USA helped investment and created jobs 

e. Cultural creativity – Germany is full of new ideas in art, cinema, music, architecture etc 

8) Wall Street Crash 1929 

a. All American loans called back 

b. German businesses collapse 

c. Massive levels of unemployment 

9) Weimar mistakes 

a. Stop paying benefits 

b. Continued arguing in the Reichstag 

c. Met less often in the Reichstag and instead used the emergency powers to pass laws 

d. People losing faith in democracy 

 

Nazi Germany 1933 – 1945 
1) Changes 

a. Changed name to NSDAP 

b. Bought a newspaper for the party 

c. Put himself as leader 

2) Munich Putsch  

a. Tried to seize power of key locations across Munich 

b. It failed due to poor planning 

3) Consequences 

a. Hitler was arrested but used his trial to promote his ideas on a national platform 

b. He was sent to prison for 9 months where he used the time to write his book Mein Kampf 
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4) The main ideas of Mein Kampf were 

a. Nationalism – to do with German strength and racial purity 

b. Socialism – work and people’s role in society 

5) Lacking mass appeal in 1928 

a. Stresemann was doing a good job – Germany was doing well – no need for drastic change 

b. The Nazis considered too extreme 

c. People were put off by the anti-Semitism 

d. Germany was working peacefully with other countries and Stresemann had worked to reduce 

the terms of the Treaty of Versailles 

6) Hitler became chancellor 

a. The depression 

b. Failure of the Weimar parties 

c. Fear of Communism  

d. Nazi propaganda 

 

7) Hitler’s consolidation of power 

a. The Reichstag fire 

b. Elections in March 1933 

c. The Enabling Law 

d. Trade unions were taken over 

e. All political parties were banned July 1933 

f. The Night of the Long Knives  

g. The death of Hindenburg 

h. The Army oath 

8) Himmler and Terror 

a. SS 

b. Concentration camps 

c. The Gestapo 

d. The police and court system 

e. Informers 

9) Goebbels and Propaganda 

a. Newspapers 

b. Rallies 

c. Books 

d. Radio 

e. Films 

10) Economic conditions 

a. Rising wages 

b. Falling unemployment 

c. Huge government projects to create jobs e.g., the construction of the autobahns 

d. The Beauty of Labour 

e. Strength through Joy  

11) Appealing to the young 

a. Youth groups e.g., Hitler Youth/League of German Maidens 

b. More sport/less writing 

c. Range of activities and sports equipment available  

d. School lessons altered to push Nazi messages in every subject 

12) Nazi policies for women 

a. The Nazis believed the role of women was to look after husbands and children 

b. Women strongly discouraged from working  

c. Hitler wanted a high birth rate 
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d. Measures were introduced to encourage marriage 

e. Childless married couples were encouraged to get a divorce 

f. The ‘Mother’s Cross’ award was given to women who had large numbers of children 

13) Persecution of Jews before WW2 (there are more points than listed here) 

a. Jewish judges sacked 

b. Jews banned form sports clubs 

c. Jews cannot be teachers 

d. Race studies in German schools 

e. Jews have to wear a yellow star 

f. Jews cannot marry non-Jews  

g. Jews not allowed to own electrical equipment  

 

 

 

14) World War Two going well up to 1941 

a. The German army were successful in conquering so much territory  

b. Numbers of German casualties were small 

c. Resources stolen from conquered countries arrived in Germany  

d. Much of German life was unaffected 

15) World War Two going badly from 1941 

a. The German army suffered defeats in increasing numbers 

b. Increased rationing 

c. Rising casualties – soldiers and civilians 

d. Destroyed cities 

e. Collapsing economy 

f. Food shortages 

g. Germany being attacked from all sides from 1944 onwards 

16) The Final Solution 

a. The Nazi plan to rid Europe of Jews through mass-extermination 

17) Opposition in Germany during World War Two 

a. The Kreisau Circle and Dietrich Bonhoeffer  

b. Operation Valkyrie 

c. The Edelweiss Pirates 

d. The White Rose 
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Articles for Wider Reading 

and Flipped Learning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


